
What is a University 
Technical College and 
how is it different to a 
school or college? 
Hackney UTC, billed as a new concept in 
education, will be an exciting alternative 
environment for 14-19 year-olds to study 
in. Students will follow a curriculum 
of professional and technical study in 
a specialist area (in this case digital 
technology or health) alongside GCSE-
level qualifications in English, maths, 
science, IT, a language and a humanities 
subject. A UTC is strong preparation for 
higher education and/or work.

Proposed Admission 
Arrangements
Subject to a Funding Agreement being 
signed with the Department for Education, 
the proposed UTC will provide initially 100 
places to Year 10 pupils (aged 14-15) in 
September 2012.  All students who join 
the UTC will then have the opportunity to 
continue into the Sixth Form which will 
open in 2014. 

The UTC is a regional facility and therefore 
welcomes students from across London 
and the region.  

Applications to the UTC will start in 
November 2011. Prospective students and 
parents can come and find out more about 
the UTC and curriculum at taster sessions 
throughout September and October 2011.   
If you are a parent or student and interested 
in applying for a place, please register your 
interest at utc@hackney.ac.uk  

We want  
to hear  
from you! 
Please get in touch 
with questions  
or comments:  
utc@hackney.ac.uk

This is the first in a series of newsletters to update you about 
proposals for a new University Technical College (UTC) for 
Hackney, providing top quality education and facilities and 
specialising in health and digital technology.  As part of our 
consultation on the proposals, we’d like to introduce you to the 
sponsor and their partners and explain their vision.  We also 
hope that this newsletter will answer some of your questions.  

HackneyUTC
The proposal for a new  
specialist school in Hackney, 
opening September 2012

For more information: 
www.hackney.ac.uk/hackneyutc 
utc@hackney.ac.uk
020 7613 9090
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Artist’s impression of new  
UTC building at the Shoreditch Campus



Message from Ian Ashman,  
principal of Hackney 
Community College

“I am delighted that we are 
taking forward proposals for 
a new UTC in Hackney. Our 
enthusiastic and supportive 
partners  are working with us 
to make sure that the UTC will 
give local young people a high 
quality education, with the best 
facilities, and the best possible 
start to their career. I urge you 
to find out more about Hackney 
UTC – a superb opportunity for 
young people to get the skills 
that employers need, for them 
to succeed.”

Hackney UTC Vision
Our vision is that:
• �Hackney UTC will become an outstanding 

provider of 14-19 education. 
• �It will motivate students to achieve 

high levels of success, and to develop 
technical, vocational and academic skills. 

• �The employer and university-led course 
offer and business-like environment, will 
lead to 100% progression to good careers 
and/or higher education. 

• �The UTC will help to meet employers’ 
needs for high level skills and enhance the 
opportunities of local communities.

Ethos
The ethos of Hackney UTC will be 
professional and aspirational, while being 
fully inclusive. 

It will develop with its partners 
personalised, technical, vocational, 
academic and enrichment programmes,  
to help its students have successful  
careers and be healthy, confident and  
active citizens.

Our Partners
Hackney UTC’s partners include BT 
Group, the University of East London, the 
Homerton University Hospital NHS Trust, 
The Learning Trust and the London Borough 
of Hackney.   These organisations will play 
a key role in shaping and delivering the 
curriculum. Students will have access to 
and direct links with these partners who 
will provide exciting opportunities for work 
experience, mentoring and workplace visits.  

Our Curriculum 
The detail of the curriculum will be 
influenced strongly by employers and 
universities to make sure that students have 
the best possible chance of a successful 
future in higher education and/or work.  
The UTC will have a focus on the Health 
and Digital Technology sectors, as this is 
where local job opportunities are strong and 
growing. Students will develop skills through 
professional, practical, vocational and 
technical learning as well as core academic 
qualifications. Students will also develop 
high-level transferable, employability and  
study skills.

It will provide a new model for 14-19 
education with the following features:
• �A demanding, varied curriculum, both 

technical and general, including the 
delivery of the English Baccalaureate.

• �A longer school day
• �A 40 week year
• �Extended mentoring and support
• �Teaching and projects delivered by 

employer and university partners
• �Access to learning technologies and 

digital media
• �Students must be dedicated and 

committed to succeed.

Progression routes from the UTC would  
be to:
• �Full-time Higher Education
• �Higher or advanced health and  

media apprenticeships
• �Full-time employment with  

continuing training

About  the 
Sponsor
The UTC is sponsored by Hackney 
Community College (HCC). The 
College is a significant organisation in 
Hackney, meeting the needs of local 
people. It has a strong reputation 
locally and in the education sector. 
Student success rates and quality 
are good and improving year on year. 
In its last Ofsted inspection in 2010, 
HCC was rated ‘Good’ overall and 
‘Outstanding’ for its partnership work 
that benefited students. HCC’s award-
winning Shoreditch campus is spacious 
and secure, creating the perfect 
environment for study and work.


